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April 17: BRG meeting, 6:00pm for
dinner, meeting at 6:30pm at Famous
Anthony’s-Brookside, 6499 William-
son Rd, NW Roanoke VA 24019.

May 1-3: Spring MAR, @ McClure
Bean Soup and Festival grounds in
McClure, PA. New Date!

May 2-3: VAR Graffiti Cleanup at
Lowmoor Cave, VA. See p.19 for info
and RSVP.

May 8-10: Spring VAR @ Endless
Caverns, VA. Hosts: Tri-State Grotto.

May 9-16:National NCRC Week-long,
Mentone, AL

May 15: BRG meeting 6p @ Famous
Anthony s — Brookside. Roanoke VA

May 15-17: SCCi’s Homecoming 2026
at the Little River Property (former TAG
Fall Cave-In site).

May 30 - June 6: Virginia Cave Week.
June 6: VA Cave Day

June 12-14: WVACS Classic Weekend
in Greenbrier Co. WV.

June 19: BRG meeting 6p @ Famous
Anthony s — Brookside. Roanoke VA

July 6-10: 2026 NSS Convention, Cor-

ydon, IN (https://caves.org/
convention/2026-nss-convention/)

August 22: BCCS Open House. See
www.butlercave.org

Sept 3-7: Old Timers Reunion, Daily,
WV.

Fall 2026: Fall VAR hosted by VPI
Cave Club. Date & site TBA.

Sept 25-27: Fall MAR @ Newville Li-
ons Club Fairgrounds in Newville, PA.

June 14 -18, 2027: 2027 NSS Conven-
tion. Del Rio, Texas.
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Long Cave Lists

A legacy of Bob Gulden, now
maintained by Paul Berger

https://cave-exploring.com/index.php/
long-and-deep-caves-of-the-world/

VAR Limited
Access Cave List

https://var.caves.org/index.php/
conservation/closed-caves/closed-cave-list

Treasurer's Report

04/09/2026
Cave Bucks $ 147.96
Conservation $ 2.00
Equipment $§ 144.12
General $5,507.53
Total $5,801.61



https://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
https://caves.org/convention/2026-nss-convention/
https://caves.org/convention/2026-nss-convention/
https://www.butlercave.org
https://cave-exploring.com/index.php/long-and-deep-caves-of-the-world/
https://cave-exploring.com/index.php/long-and-deep-caves-of-the-world/
https://var.caves.org/index.php/conservation/closed-caves/closed-cave-list
https://var.caves.org/index.php/conservation/closed-caves/closed-cave-list

April 2026, V61, #04

The Carbide Dump

23

BRG MMeetinng L
Tripp Notice

The April 17, 2026 meeting of the
Blue Ridge Grotto will be held in a
private room at Famous Anthony’s -
Brookside (6499 Williamson Rd).
Come around 6 pm to order dinner with
the meeting starting at 6:30pm. Click
here for the location of Famous Antho-

)

nys.

The program will be a slide show by
Bambi Marshal about her recent caving
& volcano watching trip to Hawaii.

G ottt o Trip

Porter’s Cave, VA

Date & Time: Saturday, April 18,
2026. Meet at Hanging Rock Orange
Market (HROM) at 8:30 am.

Leader: Susan Burr.

Coordination: Susan Burr 540-580-9409
pondlady97@gmail.com

Requirements: Horizontal cave trip.

Description

We will be doing the normal tourist trip
including the Keyhole to the Natural
Bridge.

Porter’s contains maze passages, big
rooms, and crawls (mostly soft sand and
dirt, except for one which has lots of
mud and water). Wear your knee pads.
There are also numerous pits (the bot-
toms can be reached without vertical
gear) and lots of breakdown. Don’t for-
get to visit Misery Pass.

This is a fun and fairly easy cave, and
very good for beginner introduction

trips. ™

Dave Socky coming out the
Keyhole 2/22/2014. (Carl Cornett)

Upcoming Vertical
and Rescue Courses

The National Cave Rescue Commission
(NCRC) and the Vertical Techniques
Committee offer many courses on cave
rescue techniques throughout the year.
Check them out at https://caves.org/
ncre/

May 9-16: NCRC Weeklong, Camp
Skyline, Mentone, AL. See https://
caves.org/event/ncrc-2026-national-
seminar/ for cost, various levels, equip-
ment needed, etc.,

ha

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRG Meeting Minutes — can be read
on the BRG webpage at:
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the
‘BRG Organization’ button.

NSS Membership:
Would you like to join or
renew with the NSS? See
this link for details.

T-Shirts: There are 12 remaining T-
shirts! $12.00 each. L or XL, various
colors: red, gold, grey, green, light blue,
etc. Contact Susan Burr pondla-

dy97@gmail.com for more information.

BRG Online Payments: BRG can
now accept payments through ZELLE, a
‘free’ cash app. Use the following email
through your banks’ ZELLE app:
blueridgegrottoofficers@gmail.com

BRG will also continue to maintain the
BRG PayPal account (which charges
fees). Anyone who pays BRG through
the PayPal account will be charged a
$1.00 convenience fee for the transac-
tion. Use the this link - blueridgegrot-

toofficers@gmail.com for PayPal.

ROCKSs - the Warm Springs Valley
Project meets every Wednesday, and
some Saturdays. Contact Dave Socky if
you would like to participate at the fol-

lowing email: sockydr@cox.net

VAR Limited Access Cave
List can be found at this link. Please
send changes and updates to Brad Blase
at blase@virginiacaves.org or Dave

Socky at sockydr(@cox.net

Upcoming BRG

Activities
VA Cave Week

Virginia Cave Week, May 31 -June 6,
2026, promotes an understanding of Vir-
ginia's caves and the surrounding lime-
stone habitats known as karst. Sponsored
by the Virginia Cave Board, the week is
used to highlight the importance of caves
and karst and provide resources and edu-
cational opportunities to engage the

community in conservation efforts. Edu-
cators are encouraged to involve their
students using in-class activities and
visitation to the state's numerous com-
mercial caves.

Blue Ridge Grotto

and Cave Day

Dixie Caverns has given Blue Ridge
Grotto permission to celebrate Cave

Day on Saturday, June 6, 2026, in the
Dixie Caverns parking lot.

We will have a kiosk with cave and bat
info, display boards, the squeezebox and
we will entertain the public for a few
hours.

To volunteer, contact MarySue Socky
sockymss@cox.net 540-529-3954.,

Opportunity: Susan Burr has been mes-
saging with the South West Virginia
Wildlife Center (SWVAWC), inquiring
if their Ambassador Bat, Koda (and hu-
man attendant) would join BRG at Dixie
Caverns on June 6, 2026. Susan found
that yes, they had that day ‘open’ and
Koda’s appearance would be possible
for one hour at $150 or two hours at
$250. Would BRG be interested in help-
ing fund part of Koda’s appear-
ance? Private donations towards Koda’s
appearance would also be accepted.

Meadowbrook Library

Shawsville, VA  Sat July 18, 2026
from 10 am to 3 pm. Cave education,
viewing of the Murder Hole video, show
and tell with cave gear, and the squeeze-
box. Contact Marian McConnell at mar-

ian.mcconnell@gmail.com or call at 540
-309-4707 to volunteer.
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Warm Springs Project - Hot Air Digs
Atticles by Jacol Whitlock and Audrew Newton

Jacob Whitlock reporting.

On March 28, 2026, a group of 9 cavers
from RASS, the Blue Ridge Grotto, and
the Warm Springs Project teamed up to
work on the Hot Air Digs, which include
3 promising karst features that lie over
the Conundrums section of Warm River
Cave. The group met around 10:00am at
Keith Sweeney’s house to gear up and
carpool to the dig sites.

The team included: Andrew Newton
(RASS), Jacob Whitlock (RASS), Dave
Socky (BRG, Warm Springs Project
(WSP)), Amos Mincin (WSP), Jim
Schurman (WSP), Bill Varjabedian

(RASS), Elle Faye (RASS), Keith
Sweeney (WSP), and Billy Pickett
(RASS)

The group got to the dig sites at around
11:00 and began digging on the two digs
that blow warm air. Amos and Jim pri-
marily dug on Handstand Hole while the
rest of the group stuck to the Audible Air
Dig, and occasionally lent a hand to the
Handstand Hole team.

With Jim hauling buckets, Amos wid-
ened the dig and began to follow a hole
with good air running roughly southward
and down. They removed a substantial
amount of rock and clay, and built out a
patio around the hole.

Amos and Jim digging in Handstand Hole
(Jacob Whitlock)

Using a variety of digging methods, the
team progressed Audible Air about 8
feet, removing many buckets of rocks,
but primarily handing large cobbles and
boulders up the passage in an assembly
line. Eventually, they could see the pas-
sage turn past a tight spot and continue,
but they could not see past large cobbles

Elle and Andrew outside the entrance to Audible Air (Jacob Whitlock)

choking up the passage.

The sun was getting low, so the team
decided to call it a day.

Andrew Newton reporting.

On Saturday, April 4, 2026, Jacob Whit-
lock, Dave Socky, Andrew Newton, Mia
Blyseth Connor Smith, and Eric Shuler
arrived at Keith Sweeney’s house at
10:00 AM and began work on the digs
at 11:00, later joined by Christian
Wheeler, Heather Kalish, Graham
Boone, and Billy Pickett.

The two most promising digs so far
have proven to be “Audible Air” and
“Handstand Hole.” Which both have a
very strong WARM  breeze emanating
from their respective dig faces, as well
as a very promising proximity to the
conundrums section of Warm River
Cave.

Quick progress was made on “Audible
Air” with the lead progressing to a hard
left turn into a tight ~10° deep tube akin
to the culvert entrance in Pig Hole with
some very uncomfortable obstructions.
Eric was able to slither down, and the
tube opened up to reveal two sloped
breakdown rooms with a diggable
crawlway headed in the direction of the
conundrums section of WRC, which
appears to be the source of our warm air
(measured at 68°F). The body tube

(Continued on page 25)

Eric Shuler slithering into virgin passage
(from Eric's Facebook page)
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(‘Hot Digs’ continued from page 24)

proved quite uncomfortable to traverse,
leading to some further passage im-
provements.

Not Pictured: Guttural howl Eric pro-
duced upon exiting the body tube.
“WRC Howlin’ Entrance” has a nice
ring to it, doesn’t it? ...Food for
thought...

“Handstand Hole” also had a busy day,
largely worked by Connor Smith, and
Mia Blyseth. The hole managed to swal-
low a total of 7 straws, regurgitating a
whopping 40 buckets of spoils. Speleo-
theorization leads us to believe this hole
shares an air connection with our other
dig.

The WSP team packed up at 7:00 PM
for a total of 9 hours, 8 of which were
spent actively digging.

Plans for a return trip have been made
for our usual 4th Saturday activities, the
plan is further route improvement and to
dig out the hot air crawlway. ™~

View from the bottom of the improved
constriction in “"Howling Hole"
(from Eric's Facebook page)

Pig Hole Cave
Article by Bambe Wanstiall

On Sunday March 22 ** Nick
Schmalenberger took Deneshia Ferraris
and Bambi Marshall to Pig Hole Cave,
VA.

Nick rigged the rope up for the natural
entrance and one by one each of us rap-
pelled into the cave. We made our way
to the mud bridge and traversed over it.
Nick rigged a second rope up for another
descent. Once again, we each took our
turns going down.

Nick took us on a challenging course
through this cave crawling through a
tight passage, second guessing ourselves
but still climbing down well over 8 feet
with only holding onto the chert and
Nick holding your foot and even coming
to Dope’s Drop that wasn’t so DOPE.

We arrived at Dope’s Drop and found
the fixed rope was missing, bummer, we
wanted that rebelay.

Even though this is a challenging cave,
the three of us had a blast and took a
breather at Queens Bath. On the way
out, we went back to the mud bridge and
Nick and Deneshia retrieved the one
rope. Bambi was playing photographer.
Everyone headed for the man-made exit.

Nick and Deneshia were able to get out
of the tunnel just fine. Bambi somehow
could not get out of the tunnel. SO, Nick
and Deneshia performed a mini rescue to
get her out of the tunnel. Bambi had to
put her harness back on, they put a cara-
biner on some webbing and pulled her
out. Great learning experience and an
awesome day of caving. .
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March 21, 2026

Participants included: Jeff Huffman,
Susan Burr, Lauren Appel, Jessica
Hester, Ben Hester, Nick Schmalen-
berger, Bambi Marshall, and Deneshia
Ferraris.

This was our second visit to the Water
Sinks Preserve, but this time we had a
permit to go into Helictite Cave.
WOW! Is a word to describe all the
beautiful formations we saw.

With only a partial map of the cave
we headed in. Our goal was to get into
the Attic to see all the formations I
remembered seeing on my first visit
back in 2004. No one else on the trip
had been in the Attic before. I kept
telling them all about the room full of
beautiful formations.

Not long after we got into the cave we
got to see lots of formations & lots of
the cave's namesake, helictites. Seems
like every where we turned we saw
more formations including some pret-
ty cave pearls. We did reach our desti-
nation of the Attic. It just didn't look
like what I had remembered. Jeff

climbed up & described what he saw. It
seemed like it just ended at the top of the

Helictite Cave Trip Report

Articles by Swean Burr

The climb up. (Jeff Huffman)

climb. Ben went up as well. Since they
could not find a route into the Attic with

all the formations without
stepping on pure white
calcite, they came down. I
headed up next to see if I
could figure it out or to
confirm we were in the
right spot. Jess came up
behind me. I did go up to
the top of where the sec-
ond handline was. Still it
looked impossible to go
any further. We both took
a bunch of pictures &
headed back down. Going
up in groups of 2, every-
one went up. Next to
where we were waiting for
our turn climbing up, we
saw a frog. I felt sorry for
it since it looked so skinny
& really no hope of ever
getting out. There was
even discussion on how
we could get it out, but
nothing really seemed
feasible, so we left it. Af-
ter everyone had a chance
to climb up to the Attic,

Formations in Helictite. (Jeff Huffman) e headed back out while

exploring some other sections. I told
the group I need to try to find out
how to actually get into the Attic
where all the formations are. I have
pics of Phil Lucas & our group in
there back in 2004.

Again on the way out we saw for-
mations after formations. Once out of
the cave we headed back stopping at
the Upper Water Sinks area.
Deneshia, Bambi & 1 got there be-
fore the others. Neither of them had
been there before so I showed them
the entrance to Subway Cave and we
went and explored some of the Upper
Water Sinks Cave. Out in the grassy
area in front I started rolling over
logs and we found some red-backed
salamanders. About that time the
others showed up. Then we headed
back up the trail to the cars. Just as
we were coming out of the woods
into the open field 1 saw what I
thought was a bird flying weird. I
then noticed it looked like a bat. This
was about 4:30pm. Everyone agreed
it was a bat and it had a red appear-
ance. That was kind of cool watching
it fly around. Overall a fantastic trip!

This is probably the prettiest cave I have
ever been in. B

Formations. (Jeff Huffman)
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VAR Graffiti Cleanup at Lowmoor Cave

Brush up on your conservation goals.
Pack up your elbow grease and some
grotto members, and then join the VAR
Conservation Committee efforts to scrub
graffiti from a much-maligned Virginia
cave near [-64’s Low Moor exit.

Camping is available Friday & Saturday
evening at the RASS field station.

Lunch and water will be provided Satur-
day, but please bring your own snacks
and extra water. The cave is mostly dry
and much warmer than most Virginia
caves.

May 2 - 3, 2026

Sponsored by VAR Conservation Com-
mittee—we need and appreciate volun-
teers!

Supplies to Bring

e  Wire and plastic brushes
e  Extra toothbrushes

e 1-to 3-gallon containers
e  Spray bottles for water

Rags

Details and sign-up can be found at this
link. Please RSVP to help us plan lunch
and how many cave walls we may be
able to clean. Ken Walsh ™

Photo credit: Mark Daughtridge

2026 NS$$
Convention Info

Howdy Cavers!!! On behalf of the 2026
NSS Convention crew, we are excited to
welcome you to historic Corydon, Indi-
ana for the big event - July 6-10! Join us
in the Ohio River Valley for a week of
great times, amazing friends, and the
beautiful caves and wild places of south-
ern Indiana and Kentucky! Hundreds of
caves within an hour's drive await, as
well as the longest cave in the world just
three hours away in Mammoth Cave
National Park! Other excursions include
hiking in Hoosier National Forest and
other nearby state parks (O'Bannon
Woods, Clifty Falls, and Spring Mill
State Park), floating on the scenic Blue
River, or visiting one of the many beau-
tiful commercial caves in the region.
Other sights worth visiting include
downtown Louisville, West Baden
Springs Hotel, Holiday World, and the
National Cave Museum, to name a few!

The 2026 Convention will also feature
copious learning opportunities at various

sessions and workshops throughout the
week as well as dozens of fantastic cave
vendors, Junior Speleological Society
activities, and more! Guests can have the
joy of listening to tunes and enjoying a
cold beverage at the campground each
evening with old and new friends. Pre
and post-convention camps are also be-
ing planned for those arriving early or
staying late in the area. There are plenty
of adventures for everyone! Stay tuned
as more information will continue to be
added to the website (caves.org/
convention) and social media pages
(facebook.com/NSSconvention)

Questions? Want to volunteer? Email us
at 2026convention(@caves.org

Can't wait to see y'all there!

Sincerely, Your 2026 NSS Convention
Team. "Hundreds of Caves, Hundreds of
Miles"

CLOSED CAVES

e Rapps Cave, WV: new restrictions.
Cave now closed Oct 1-May 1 for
hibernating bats.

e Cave Spring Cave, Lexington, VA
has been sold to the Maury Service
Authority (regional water company).

Winter Bat Cave Closure for
some caves. These closures are primar-
ily for hibernacula.

¢ WV:closed Sept 1 - May 15
¢ VA:closed Oct. 15 - Apr. 15 o

Membership Updates

BRG had has 51 members and 4 sub-
scribers.

Below is Ben Hester’s correct home
address.

Ben Hester

117 Autumn Circle
Boones Mill, VA 24065
540-797-7002 (cell)
hesterbt@gmail.com

Joe Zokaites coming out of a new pit named Reversing Vine Pit on 4/8 (Dave Socky)
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January: Bambi Marshall, Bill
Koerschner, and a bunch of other cav-
ers attended the Hawaii Cave Confer-
ence in Hawaii. They explored lava
tubes, did conservation work, and
they saw THE VOLCANO ERUPT!

2/14: Bambi Marshall visited
Rusty’s Cave, GA — a 4-hour trip,
and Cemetery Pit — Bambi stayed
topside, watched the other cavers rig
up and drop the pit.

March?: Scott Buchanan and other
members of Charlottesville Grotto
visited McClung Cave, WV via the
Historic Entrance. Nice cave.

3/7-14: Scott Buchanan and Nick
Schmalenberger attended the NCRC
Level 1 weeklong class in Blacks-
burg, VA. (3/10) There was a mock
rescue in Tawney Cave, VA. (3/13)
There was also a mock rescue in
Smokehole, VA. The water was flow-
ing at stream level, but the patient
stayed dry. They hauled him up and
out the hilltop entrance. They also
visited James Cave, VA. (3/11) The
mud is still pucky & glass shards are
everywhere at the other entrance.

3/14: Bambi Marshall and 10 mem-
bers of Dogwood City Grotto spent
seven hours in Signal Light Cave,
outside of Chattanooga, TN. This is a
vertical cave. They went to the Civil
War Room and saw 1864 signatures.

3/14: Benedicts Cave, WV. Partici-
pants included David Socky, Nick
Socky, Rob Wardell, Sunny Martin.
This was the WVACS project week-
end, but we ended up with only our
team, although Riley Steinaker did
one shot at the third entrance solo. We
continued the survey downstream in
Persinger Creek after doing a short
loop. We got to the point where the
passage turned into an army/belly
crawl. This is a section that Riley had
wanted to do, so we went back to
where we started and surveyed into
the right-hand lead (which leads to the
rest of the cave). There were a couple
of spots through formations which
were tight, one of which was close to
my limit. We surveyed until we got to
a large intersection (West Virginia
Turnpike was one of them). At this
point, I took over as sketcher and Sun-
ny was point. We surveyed around
1250 feet on a 10-hour trip. After we
finished cleaning up loops in the junc-
tion room, we did a quick jaunt down
a crawl to go check out the drop into
the main cave. On the way we had to
go down and traverse in a canyon and
do some sketchy down climbs and up
climbs with 15 to 20 feet of exposure.
Webbing handlines would be really
helpful at these two spots. The drop
into big passage looked pretty easy
and was about 30 feet deep.

W Tz il

3/17: Marian shared a visit to the
Catawba Murder Hole, from the
driveway: Dano and I were visited by
Lowell (Dano's coworker), Valerie
(his wife), Peggy (her Mom) and
Gaius (their nephew).

3/21: BRG trip to Lowmoor Cave,
VA. We split into 2 groups. Susan
Burr, Jeff Huffman, etc. Brian Wil-
liams looked for, but could not find a
very pretty pool he had seen while
surveying the cave years earlier. The
creek you have to drive across to
enter the property was higher than
ever seen before.

3/28: Hot Air Digs, WSP,VA. David
Socky and the usual crew. See the
article on page 24.

4/4: Hot Air Digs, WSP, VA. David
Socky and the usual crew. We had a
small breakout, but more digging
required. See the article on page 24.

4/8: Dogwood Cave and 3 new
holes, VA. David Socky, Bill
Koerschner, Joe Zokaites, Keith
Sweeney, Jim Schurman, and Rick
Lambert. Dave dropped the pit in
Dogwood Cave to recover a tempera-
ture logger that a cave rat had gotten
into. While Dave futzed around in
Dogwood, Bill (being bored) found 3
new holes to explore and survey. We
spent the rest of the day worked on
these new pits - one of which still

goes.

‘Run For It’ Fundraiser

to help the Central Appalachian
Cave Rescue Team

Registration for “Run For It,” the 2k/5k
walk/run fundraiser on Sat. Sept. 26,
2026 in Davis, WV is now open. Last
year we raised over $700 in donations
and won an additional $1150 in awards
(about $1900 total)!! Please help us
exceed that this year!!

Use this link to donate or register for the
event: https://runsignup.com/caverescue

Registration is $12 (half of which goes
to our team). We need at least 5 partici-
pants to qualify but the more we have
the better - so recruit your friends, fami-
ly, neighbors, or grotto members.

If you can’t make it in person, you can
enter the event virtually any time be-
tween now and race day. Then complete
your walk/run, and log-in to enter your
results.

Anyone and everyone can also raise do-
nations for our team. Donations generat-
ed through Facebook fundraisers, or
your family/friends can be sent to our
team through the Run For It link. The
more donations we generate and the
more participants we have, the more
likely we are to win additional awards
during the event.

Please come out for the event if you can.
It is fun! There’s food, music, camarade-
rie, and general festivities. Bring your
kids, dog, or your grandma. There are

cabins, a lodge, and camping available
nearby in the State Park.

Earl Suitor NSS 50640 RL/CM
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Contact: John DiCarlo (Tri-State Grot-
to) dicarlo@myactv.net or 301-432-2323

Cost: $50.00 ($45 for 16 years old or
younger)

Camping: Both tent and RV camping,
flush toilets, and hot showers in the club
house, with extra porta-pots in camp.
There are also nearby hotels.

Spring VAR 2026

May 8-10, 2026 Endless Caverns, VA

Caving: There will be self-led and guid-
ed trips.

Friday: Arrive, register, set up camp,
Friday night sign-up for guided cave
trips.

Saturday: Go caving, go exploring, visit
friends, relax.

Saturday Dinner: Catered dinner guar-
anteed to all who pre-register.

Evening Program: TBA

Sunday: VAR Business Meeting: 9:00
AM

Registration: https://www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/spring-var--2026
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